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In 1413 another Act was passed providing that persons
could only be elected if they were actually resident in the
county, city, or borough on the date of the issue of the writ of
'summons; and similarly that electors had to be residents in the
constituency in which they voted.
A few years later a restriction of the franchise was de-
cided on. Elections, it was declared, "have of late been car-
ried out by too great and excessive number of people ... of
whom the large part have been people of little substance or of
no worth, each pretending to have the same voice in such elec-
tions as the most worthy knights or squires. . . ." It was
decided to restrict the suffrage to persons having a freehold
(that is to say, a clear income) of 405. a year.3
This series of legislative enactments at the beginning of
the fifteenth century suggests that there was a good deal of
interest in the affairs of Parliament at this period. There is,
indeed, some evidence that the half century 1375-1425 was a
specially formative one in the history of the House of Com-
mons. In 1376, as we have seen, the Commons chose one of
their number to act as their spokesman or rapporteur, and the
following year there is an entry in the Rolls of Parliament
mentioning the formal appointment of a Speaker.4 In 1407, as
mentioned earlier (pages 34-35) it was laid down that the
Commons should confer on their own and that their decisions
should be reported by the Speaker. In 1414 the Commons
presented a petition to the King to the effect that because it
' had always been their liberty and freedom to have "the power
of assenting as well as of petitioning,'' therefore in future no
law should be made without their assent. The King responded
that "nothing" contrary to their request shall henceforth be
enacted. . . ."
3 It is impossible to say exactly how much such a sum would be
worth now, but it would be several hundred dollars.
4 "Monsieur Thomas de PJungerford, chivaler, qi avoit les paroles
pur les Communes d'Engleterre en cest Parlement."